
Historic Movie Theaters Of Downtown
Cleveland Landmarks
Cleveland, Ohio, has a rich history as a hub for entertainment and culture.
Downtown Cleveland, in particular, was once home to a thriving movie
theater scene. In the early 1900s, movie theaters began to pop up all over
the city, offering a new form of entertainment for the masses. These
theaters were often grand and opulent, with elaborate architecture and
luxurious seating. They were also a popular destination for socializing and
dating.

As the years went by, many of these historic movie theaters fell into
disrepair or were demolished. However, a few have been preserved and
restored, and they continue to operate today. These theaters are a
reminder of Cleveland's rich cinematic heritage, and they offer a unique
glimpse into the city's past.
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One of the most famous historic movie theaters in Cleveland is the Allen
Theatre. The Allen was built in 1921 and was originally known as the
Loew's State Theatre. It was one of the largest and most luxurious movie
theaters in the city, with a seating capacity of over 3,000. The Allen was the
flagship theater of the Loew's chain, and it hosted many of the biggest stars
of the day, including Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford, and Douglas
Fairbanks.

The Allen Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in the
1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the Allen is home
to the Cleveland Play House, one of the oldest and most respected
regional theaters in the country.

Another historic movie theater in Cleveland is the Ohio Theatre. The Ohio
was built in 1927 and was originally known as the RKO Palace Theatre. It
was one of the largest and most technologically advanced movie theaters
in the city, with a seating capacity of over 4,000. The Ohio was the flagship
theater of the RKO chain, and it hosted many of the biggest stars of the
day, including Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, and Ginger Rogers.

The Ohio Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in the
1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the Ohio is home
to the Cleveland Orchestra, one of the most prestigious orchestras in the
world.

The State Theatre is another historic movie theater in Cleveland. The State
was built in 1921 and was originally known as the Keith's State Theatre. It
was one of the largest and most luxurious movie theaters in the city, with a
seating capacity of over 3,000. The State was the flagship theater of the



Keith-Albee chain, and it hosted many of the biggest stars of the day,
including Will Rogers, W.C. Fields, and Mae West.

The State Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in the
1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the State is home
to the Cleveland Ballet, one of the oldest and most respected ballet
companies in the country.

The Palace Theatre is another historic movie theater in Cleveland. The
Palace was built in 1922 and was originally known as the Loew's Palace
Theatre. It was one of the largest and most luxurious movie theaters in the
city, with a seating capacity of over 3,000. The Palace was the flagship
theater of the Loew's chain, and it hosted many of the biggest stars of the
day, including Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford, and Douglas Fairbanks.

The Palace Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in
the 1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the Palace is
home to the Cleveland Opera, one of the oldest and most respected opera
companies in the country.

The Hanna Theatre is another historic movie theater in Cleveland. The
Hanna was built in 1921 and was originally known as the Hanna Building. It
was a multi-purpose building that housed a movie theater, a ballroom, and
a retail space. The Hanna was one of the most popular entertainment
venues in the city, and it hosted many of the biggest stars of the day,
including Will Rogers, W.C. Fields, and Mae West.

The Hanna Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in the
1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the Hanna is



home to the Cleveland Play House, one of the oldest and most respected
regional theaters in the country.

The Rivoli Theatre is another historic movie theater in Cleveland. The Rivoli
was built in 1927 and was originally known as the Rivoli Theatre. It was one
of the largest and most technologically advanced movie theaters in the city,
with a seating capacity of over 4,000. The Rivoli was the flagship theater of
the RKO chain, and it hosted many of the biggest stars of the day, including
Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, and Ginger Rogers.

The Rivoli Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in the
1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the Rivoli is home
to the Cleveland Orchestra, one of the most prestigious orchestras in the
world.

The Hippodrome Theatre is another historic movie theater in Cleveland.
The Hippodrome was built in 1922 and was originally known as the
Hippodrome Theatre. It was one of the largest and most technologically
advanced movie theaters in the city, with a seating capacity of over 4,000.
The Hippodrome was the flagship theater of the Hippodrome chain, and it
hosted many of the biggest stars of the day, including Charlie Chaplin,
Mary Pickford, and Douglas Fairbanks.

The Hippodrome Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored
in the 1990s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today, the
Hippodrome is home to the Cleveland Ballet, one of the oldest and most
respected ballet companies in the country.

The Uptown Theatre is another historic movie theater in Cleveland. The
Uptown was built in 1925 and was originally known as the Uptown Theatre.



It was one of the largest and most technologically advanced movie theaters
in the city, with a seating capacity of over 4,000. The Uptown was the
flagship theater of the Uptown chain, and it hosted many of the biggest
stars of the day, including Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, and Ginger Rogers.

The Uptown Theatre fell into disrepair in the 1970s, but it was restored in
the 2000s and reopened as a performing arts center. Today
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