
Mortality by Christopher Hitchens: A Sobering
and Thought-Provoking Exploration of Our
Final Days
In his final book, the late Christopher Hitchens confronts the inevitability of
death with his trademark wit and intellectual rigor. Mortality is a deeply
personal and philosophical exploration of our final days, drawing on
Hitchens's own experiences with cancer as well as the work of
philosophers, poets, and theologians. The result is a rich and nuanced
perspective on the human experience of death that is both sobering and
thought-provoking.

Facing Our Mortality

Hitchens begins Mortality by admitting that he has always been fascinated
by death. As a child, he was haunted by the thought of his own death and
the death of his loved ones. As he grew older, his fascination with death
only intensified, and he became increasingly interested in the different
ways that people have coped with the inevitability of their own demise.
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In Mortality, Hitchens draws on his own experiences with cancer to provide
a firsthand account of the physical and emotional challenges of facing
death. He writes about the pain, the fear, and the loneliness that he
experienced during his illness. He also writes about the moments of hope
and joy that he found amidst the suffering. Through his own experiences,
Hitchens provides a vivid and moving portrait of the human experience of
death.

The Meaning of Life

In addition to his personal experiences, Hitchens also draws on the work of
philosophers, poets, and theologians to explore the meaning of life in the
face of death. He argues that the meaning of life is not something that can
be found in the abstract, but rather something that must be created by each
individual. Hitchens believes that we create meaning in our lives through
our relationships with others, our work, and our creative endeavors. He
also believes that we can find meaning in our lives by confronting our own
mortality and coming to terms with the fact that we will all eventually die.

Hitchens's exploration of the meaning of life is both challenging and
inspiring. He does not offer any easy answers, but he does provide a
framework for thinking about this complex and important question.
Hitchens's insights can help us to live our lives more fully and to find
meaning in the face of death.

The Possibility of an Afterlife
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One of the most controversial aspects of Mortality is Hitchens's discussion
of the possibility of an afterlife. Hitchens was a lifelong atheist, and he did
not believe in any form of life after death. However, he was open to the
possibility that he might be wrong. In Mortality, Hitchens explores the
arguments for and against the existence of an afterlife, and he ultimately
concludes that there is no evidence to support the belief in an afterlife.
Hitchens's discussion of the afterlife is both thought-provoking and
respectful. He does not mock or dismiss those who believe in an afterlife,
but he does argue that there is no good reason to believe that an afterlife
exists.

A Sobering and Thought-Provoking Book

Mortality is a sobering and thought-provoking book that will challenge your
beliefs about death and the meaning of life. Hitchens's writing is clear,
concise, and often humorous. He does not shy away from difficult
questions, and he is not afraid to challenge conventional wisdom. Mortality
is a must-read for anyone who is interested in the human experience of
death.

About the Author

Christopher Hitchens (1949-2011) was a British-American author, journalist,
and orator. He was known for his wit, his erudition, and his outspoken
atheism. Hitchens wrote for a variety of publications, including The Atlantic,
The Nation, and Vanity Fair. He also wrote several books, including God Is
Not Great, Letters to a Young Contrarian, and Mortality.

Mortality is a deeply personal and philosophical exploration of death that is
both sobering and thought-provoking. Hitchens confronts his own mortality
with his trademark wit and intellectual rigor, and he provides a rich and



nuanced perspective on the human experience of death. Mortality is a
must-read for anyone who is interested in the meaning of life and the
possibility of an afterlife.
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