The Complete Guide to Writing Your Nonprofit
Bylaws: Nonprofit Bylaws Start

Nonprofit bylaws are the foundation of your organization. They outline the
organization's mission, vision, and values. They also establish the rules
and procedures for how the organization will be governed. Well-written
bylaws will help your organization run smoothly and effectively.

Writing bylaws can be a daunting task, but it is important to do it right. This
guide will walk you through the process of writing your nonprofit bylaws,
from start to finish.
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Step 1: Gather Your Team
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The first step in writing your bylaws is to gather a team of people to help
you. This team should include representatives from all of the different
stakeholders in your organization, including board members, staff,
volunteers, and donors.

Once you have assembled your team, you should hold a meeting to
discuss the purpose of the bylaws and to develop a timeline for completing
the project.

Step 2: Research

Before you start writing your bylaws, it is important to do some research.
This research will help you understand the legal requirements for nonprofit
bylaws and the best practices for nonprofit governance.

There are a number of resources available to help you research nonprofit
bylaws. You can find books, articles, and websites on the topic. You can
also contact your state's attorney general's office or the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) for guidance.

Step 3: Draft Your Bylaws

Once you have completed your research, you can start drafting your
bylaws. The bylaws should be organized into articles and sections. Each
article should cover a different topic, such as the organization's mission,
vision, values, membership, board of directors, and officers.

When drafting your bylaws, it is important to use clear and concise
language. You should also avoid using legal jargon. The bylaws should be
easy to understand for everyone in your organization.



Step 4: Review and Revise

Once you have drafted your bylaws, you should circulate them to your team
for review. Your team should provide feedback on the bylaws and suggest
any changes.

After you have received feedback from your team, you should revise the
bylaws accordingly. You may also want to have the bylaws reviewed by an
attorney to ensure that they are legally compliant.

Step 5: Adopt Your Bylaws

Once you are satisfied with the bylaws, you should adopt them at a
meeting of your board of directors. The bylaws should be adopted by a
majority vote of the board.

Once the bylaws have been adopted, they should be filed with the
appropriate state agency. The filing requirements vary from state to state.

Writing nonprofit bylaws is an important task that requires careful planning

and execution. By following the steps outlined in this guide, you can ensure
that your organization has a set of bylaws that will help it run smoothly and
effectively.

If you need help writing your nonprofit bylaws, there are a number of
resources available to you. You can contact your state's attorney general's
office or the IRS for guidance. You can also find books, articles, and
websites on the topic.

With a little planning and effort, you can write a set of bylaws that will serve
your organization well for years to come.



Additional Resources

=  Sample Bylaws for Nonprofit Organizations

= How to Write Bylaws for a Nonprofit Organization

= Nonprofit Bylaws: Writing, Amending, and Revising Bylaws
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