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John Davison Rockefeller was born on July 8, 1839, in Richford, New York.
His father, William Avery Rockefeller, was a salesman and farmer, and his
mother, Eliza Davison Rockefeller, was a devout Baptist. Rockefeller had
two older sisters, Lucy and Mary Ann, and a younger brother, William. The
family was poor, and Rockefeller's father often struggled to make ends
meet. However, Rockefeller's mother was determined to give her children a
good education. She taught them to read and write, and she instilled in
them the values of hard work, thrift, and self-reliance.

Rockefeller's family moved to Cleveland, Ohio, when he was 14 years old.
Rockefeller attended Central High School, and he graduated in 1855 at the
age of 16. After graduation, Rockefeller worked as a clerk in a commission
house. He was a quick learner and a hard worker, and he soon became a
successful businessman. In 1870, Rockefeller founded Standard Oil
Company. Standard Oil quickly became the dominant force in the oil
industry, and Rockefeller became one of the richest men in the world.

Rockefeller's wealth gave him great power and influence. He used his
wealth to support a variety of philanthropic causes, including education,
medicine, and the arts. He also founded the University of Chicago and the
Rockefeller Foundation. Rockefeller was a controversial figure, and his
business practices were often criticized. However, there is no doubt that he
was a brilliant businessman and a generous philanthropist. He left a lasting
legacy on the United States, and his story continues to inspire people
today.

Rockefeller's Early Life and Career

John D. Rockefeller was born on July 8, 1839, in Richford, New York. His
father, William Avery Rockefeller, was a salesman and farmer, and his



mother, Eliza Davison Rockefeller, was a devout Baptist. Rockefeller had
two older sisters, Lucy and Mary Ann, and a younger brother, William. The
family was poor, and Rockefeller's father often struggled to make ends
meet. However, Rockefeller's mother was determined to give her children a
good education. She taught them to read and write, and she instilled in
them the values of hard work, thrift, and self-reliance.

Rockefeller's family moved to Cleveland, Ohio, when he was 14 years old.
Rockefeller attended Central High School, and he graduated in 1855 at the
age of 16. After graduation, Rockefeller worked as a clerk in a commission
house. He was a quick learner and a hard worker, and he soon became a
successful businessman. In 1863, Rockefeller founded Standard Oil
Company. Standard Oil quickly became the dominant force in the oil
industry, and Rockefeller became one of the richest men in the world.

Rockefeller's Business Empire

Standard Oil Company was founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1863. The
company quickly became the dominant force in the oil industry, and
Rockefeller became one of the richest men in the world. Standard Oil's
success was due in part to Rockefeller's ruthless business practices. He
used his wealth and power to crush his competitors, and he often resorted
to illegal tactics to gain an advantage. However, Rockefeller was also a
brilliant businessman. He was a shrewd negotiator, and he had a knack for
spotting new opportunities. Standard Oil was one of the first companies to
use economies of scale to reduce costs, and it was also one of the first
companies to invest in research and development. As a result, Standard Oil
was able to produce oil more efficiently and cheaply than its competitors.



Rockefeller's business practices were often criticized, but there is no doubt
that he was a brilliant businessman. He built Standard Oil into a global
empire, and he left a lasting legacy on the oil industry.

Rockefeller's Philanthropy

John D. Rockefeller was a generous philanthropist. He donated millions of
dollars to a variety of causes, including education, medicine, and the arts.
He founded the University of Chicago and the Rockefeller Foundation, and
he supported numerous other institutions. Rockefeller's philanthropy was
motivated by a desire to improve the world and to make a difference in the
lives of others. He believed that everyone had a responsibility to give back
to society, and he set an example by giving generously to those in need.

Rockefeller's philanthropy had a profound impact on the United States. The
University of Chicago is one of the leading research universities in the
world, and the Rockefeller Foundation has supported countless important
projects in the fields of education, medicine, and the arts. Rockefeller's
generosity has left a lasting legacy on the United States, and his example
continues to inspire others to give back to their communities.

Rockefeller's Legacy

John D. Rockefeller was a complex and controversial figure. He was a
brilliant businessman who built Standard Oil into a global empire. He was
also a generous philanthropist who donated millions of dollars to a variety
of causes. Rockefeller's legacy is mixed, but there is no doubt that he was
a significant figure in American history.

Rockefeller's business practices were often criticized, and he was accused
of being ruthless and greedy. However, there is no doubt that he was a



brilliant businessman. He built Standard Oil into a global empire, and he left
a lasting legacy on the oil industry. Rockefeller's philanthropy was also
significant. He donated millions of dollars to a variety of causes, and he
founded the University of Chicago and the Rockefeller Foundation.
Rockefeller's generosity had a profound impact on the United States, and
his example continues to inspire others to give back to their communities.

John D. Rockefeller was a complex and controversial figure, but there is no
doubt that he was a significant figure in American history. His business
acumen, his philanthropy, and his legacy continue to be debated today.
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