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Materials are the building blocks of products, and their selection can have a
profound impact on the product's functionality, aesthetic appeal, and overall
experience. In the book "Chapter 24: Materials Selection For Product
Experience," renowned materials expert and author Dave Lauer provides a
comprehensive guide to selecting materials that will enhance your product
development journey and create products that resonate with your audience.
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Why Materials Matter

In Chapter 24, Lauer argues that materials are not just an afterthought but
rather a critical factor that can influence every aspect of the product
experience. The right materials can:

= Enhance functionality: The materials used in a product can affect its
durability, performance, and usability. For example, a product made
from lightweight, high-strength materials will be more durable and
portable than one made from heavier, less durable materials.

= Elevate aesthetic appeal: The materials used in a product can also
play a significant role in its aesthetic appeal. The texture, color, and
finish of the materials can create a visually appealing product that
attracts customers and enhances the brand identity.
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= Create a memorable experience: The materials used in a product
can create a unique and memorable experience for the user. For
example, a product with a soft, tactile surface may create a more
inviting and comfortable experience than a product with a hard, cold
surface.

The Materials Selection Process

Chapter 24 provides a step-by-step guide to the materials selection
process, including:

= ldentifying material requirements: The first step is to identify the
functional, aesthetic, and experiential requirements of the product. This
will help you narrow down the range of materials that are suitable for
your application.

= Researching materials: Once you have identified the requirements of
the product, you need to research different materials to find those that
meet your needs. This involves reading books, articles, and websites;
attending trade shows; and visiting manufacturers.

= Testing materials: Once you have a list of potential materials, you
need to test them to see how they perform under different conditions.
This will help you identify the materials that are best suited for your
application.

= Making the final decision: The final step is to make the final decision
on the materials that you will use in the product. This decision should
be based on the results of your testing and your overall product goals.

Case Studies



In addition to providing a comprehensive guide to the materials selection
process, Chapter 24 also includes a number of case studies that illustrate
how different companies have used materials to enhance the product
experience. These case studies cover a wide range of products, from
consumer electronics to medical devices to automotive products.

Materials are a critical factor in the product design process, and the right
materials can make a significant difference in the functionality, aesthetic
appeal, and overall experience of the product. Chapter 24: Materials
Selection For Product Experience provides a comprehensive guide to
selecting materials that will enhance your product development journey and
create products that resonate with your audience. If you are involved in the
product development process, then this book is a must-read.

Free Download your copy of Chapter 24 today!
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